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Lee Acres Relational Commitment 
1. Allow the characteristics of love from 1 Cor. 13 to govern our dealings with each other.  
2. Always maintain open-minded communication. 
3. Focus on our faith foundations. 
4. Strive toward principled compromise in areas other than our foundational beliefs. 
5. Maintain the attitude of Christ by “emptying ourselves” into each other’s lives 
6. Let all of our dealings be governed by fervent prayer. 
7. Do not be fearful of individual thinking. 
8. Cooperate with our elders’ decisions and maintain a loyal relationship with our congregation.  
 
January 17 – Growing in Grace and Knowledge – Our  security in Christ is based on his grace, not our 
perfection. The scriptures encourage a posture of continual growth as we place ourselves under the 
authority of God’s word. 
 
Problems that result when we base our security in Christ on doctrinal perfection. 
A.  It robs us of the joy of new discovery.  
B. It robs us of the motivation for new discovery.  
C. If forces us to narrow our understanding of what constitutes real belief into a manageable set of  
 doctrines, and lends to a defensiveness that those doctrines represent the essential truth by which 
 we must judge ourselves and others.  
 
Helpful things to remember: 
A. Our security in Christ is not based on the perfection of our knowledge, but is the basis for our 
 wanting to grow in knowledge. Scripture makes the assumption that secure Christians always have 
 room to grow. 2 Peter 1:3-7 
B. Our faithfulness is measured not by our attainment of knowledge, but by our sincere desire for it.  
 1 Peter 2:2 
C. God is more pleased when we grow than when we maintain a false sense of  sufficiency. Hebrews 
 5:11-6:3 
D. God wants us to richly experience the inexhaustible supply of new understandings of his grace. 2  
 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 1:14-19, 3:14-20. 
 
January 24 – Handling Scripture Responsibly: Solid Foundations – The scriptures encourage a three-fold 
foundation of holding firmly to core teachings, living a holy life, and practicing loving relationships.  
 
January 31 – Handling Scripture Responsibly: Love First – When Jesus was asked to give the interpretive 
keys for “all the law and the prophets,” he said, “Love God…Love your neighbor.” These are still the 
interpretive keys for God’s will, and have implications for understanding our faith and practice. 

 
February 7 – Handling Scripture Responsibly: Keeping Issues In Perspective – Our growth in the faith 
often involves questions on challenging issues. As we seek divine guidance on these matters, we must 
strive to interpret scripture faithfully, affirm clear teachings, and show forbearance on complex 
applications. 
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As you think about faith issues you have faced in your life, how might these principles offer perspective?  
A few questions may help. 

 Is this issue addressed clearly enough that I can be insistent on only one right interpretation? 

 Are the Bible’s teachings on this as clear as I want to make them?  

 Is it possible that God chose not to be ironclad on this in order to allow room for differences based 
on situations, needs, contexts? 

 Is this issue of such prime importance that I cannot tolerate differences?  

 Would I insist that others agree with me and refuse to work through differences if I did not have 
other church options nearby?  

 Does this issue require a highly complex assimilation of biblical data to reach conclusions? While my 
conclusions may be helpful, is it realistic to expect that all believers should be held by this standard 
if it depends so heavily on our human capacity to wade through the complexities?  

 Does my willingness to draw a line of this issue truly reflect love for God and others, or is it tied 
more to my own stubbornness and unwillingness to embrace the challenges of diversity? 

 Am I giving myself and others the room to grow beyond my current understanding? Do I want to box 
myself and others into this perspective, or is it better for me to allow room to grow in the future? 

 If I draw a line on this issue, am I denying myself and others the opportunity to grow as we process 
our differences? 

 Am I handling scripture as responsibly as I think? Am I judging the people who differ with me as less 
respectful of the authority of scripture than I?  

 Is my attitude characterized by a wisdom that is theologically and morally humble?  

 Is my behavior pure, peaceable, gentle, open to reason, merciful, full of good fruit, impartial and 
sincere?   

 Am I really operating out of faith, or more out of an anxious fear of facing something new or 
challenging?  

 Is my opposition to a new understanding based on the spiritual insecurity that based my relationship 
with God on doctrinal perfection, or am I believing that God in his grace has accepted me and will 
honor my diligent, though imperfect attempts at knowing his will? 

 Have I confessed my own failings and allowed God’s Spirit to open my heart and mind to his will? 

 Am I harboring a judgmental and suspicious spirit toward those who differ with me, or am I giving 
them the benefit of the doubt that they are just as interested as I in knowing the truth? 

 Am I following a paranoid herd instinct into fleshly division, or am I striving with all my energy to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace?  

 Am I characterized by humility, gentleness, forbearance, and peace? 
 
February 14 – Handling Issues Constructively: When Decisions Have to be Made – The experience of 
the early church in the Jerusalem Conference (Acts 15) reveals the challenges of making decisions about 
complex matters, the importance of understanding and appreciating our differences, and the place of 
decision-making in our ongoing growth as God’s people. 

 
February 21 – Handling Our Differences Constructively: The Example of Jesus – Jesus presents the best 
way for Christians to relate to each other when they disagree. We must follow his example to “look not 
only to our own interests, but also the interests of others” (Philippians 2:4), and put ourselves in the 
each other’s world, just as Jesus placed himself in our world (Philippians 2:5ff).  

 
Practical suggestions 
A. Distinguish between the essential and the disputable.  
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1. Two good rules: 
a. Keep the main things the main things. 
b. Keep the secondary matters secondary. 

2. Avoid trivializing the important and overemphasizing the less important. 
 

B. Recognize the true source of your convictions. Scripture? Culture? Tradition? Key influencers in your 
life? 

C. Allow your convictions to be confirmed or challenged by an honest study of scripture. 
D. Listen and learn from those who differ with you. 
E. Respect the need for leaders to make decisions and/or establish policies for the sake of 

congregational clarity.  
F. Remember not to put leaders in the “double bind” of wanting their decisions but only as long you 

agree with everything.   
 
February 28 – Handling Our Differences Constructively: When Loved Ones Disagree – People hold to 
cherished beliefs with great passion. Also, religious convictions are among the few realities that cause 
people to separate from each other, even long-time friends and family. This is especially difficult when 
children differ from convictions handed down to them by loving parents. These relationships require 
great sensitivity and care. There are biblical examples to help with this.  
 
March 6 – Handling Our Differences Constructively: When Other Believers Criticize and Label – It is 
difficult to respond to brothers and sisters in Christ who misread our intentions and misunderstand our 
convictions. We must do all we can to practice the biblical principles of grace and civility. 
 


